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Out Where the West Begins
By Arthur Chapman

From Out Where The West Begins: And Other Western Verses  1917

Arthur Chapman was an American journalist who wrote the poem “Out Where The West Begins” in response
to some Western governors who were having a dispute over which American states should be considered
“the West.” As you read, find evidence that reveals how ordinary Americans must have perceived The West
during this time.

Out where the handclasp’s a little stronger,
Out where the smile dwells a little longer,
That’s where the West begins;
Out where the sun is a little brighter,
Where the snows that fall are a trifle whiter,
Where the bonds of home are a wee bit tighter—
That’s where the West begins.

Out where the skies are a trifle bluer,
Out where friendship’s a little truer,
That’s where the West begins;
Out where a fresher breeze is blowing,
Where there’s laughter in every streamlet flowing,
Where there’s more of reaping1 and less of

sowing2—
That’s where the West begins.

Out where the world is in the making,
Where fewer hearts in despair are aching,
That’s where the West begins;
Where there’s more of singing and less of sighing,
Where there’s more of giving and less of buying,
And a man makes friends without half trying –
That’s where the West begins.

[1]

[5]

[10]

[15]

[20]

1. Reap (verb): to cut or gather a crop or harvest; to receive (a reward or benefit) as a result of one's own actions
2. Sow (verb): to plant (seeds)
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[RL.3]

Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: What is the meaning of “trifle” as it is used in line 5?
A. Bright and shining
B. Stunning and impressive
C. Great deal
D. Little bit

2. PART B: Which TWO words from the poem provide the best clue to the answer to
Part A?

A. "stronger"
B. "smile"
C. "dwells"
D. "little"
E. "brighter"
F. "whiter"
G. "wee bit"

3. Which of the following best describes how the author develops the speaker’s point of
view about the exceptionalism of The West throughout the poem?

A. By using plenty of imagery and diction to paint an elaborate picture of The West
as stunningly beautiful.

B. By using quantitative examples to convince the reader of the economic gains
one will find out West.

C. By using comparative language to suggest that life out West is friendlier, more
beautiful, more rewarding, and more joyful than anywhere else in the country.

D. By using disparaging imagery to paint a negative picture of the eastern part of
the country.

4. What does the imagery Chapman includes in the poem suggest about what The West
represented to ordinary Americans during this time? Cite evidence in your answer.
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Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. Based on what you know about The West, do you think Arthur Chapman paints a “true”
picture of what it was like? Explain your answer.

2. Make an inference: What sort of families moved West in the late 1800’s?

3. Compare this poem with your vision of America. Using supporting evidence, answer this
question: How has America changed over time?
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